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Abstract

Interruptions occur frequently in the operating room with both positive and negative
consequences. Interruptions can distract anesthesiologists from safety-critical tasks, such as the
pre-transfusion blood check. In a simulated operating room, 12 anesthesiologists requested blood
as part of a “bleeding patient” scenario. They were distracted whilst their assistant accepted
delivery of the product and began transfusing without performing the standard check.
Anesthesiologists who immediately engaged with the interruption failed to notice the omission,
whereas those who rejected or deferred the interruption all noted and remedied the omitted check
(p<0.05). We discuss the role of displays and strategies on safety.

Financial Support:

This research is supported by Australian Research Council Discovery Project grant ARC
DP0559504 to P. Sanderson, M. Watson, and W. J. Russell. T. Grundgeiger is supported by an
Endeavour IPRS at The University of Queensland and the National Health and Medical Research
Council (NHMRC) Centre of Research Excellence in Patient Safety. The Centre is funded by the
Australian Council for Safety and Quality in Health Care (the Safety and Quality Council) and is
designated as a NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence. The Safety and Quality Council is a
joint initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.



