
Tutorial Week 2 (for discussion Week 3) 
 

� Q1. Following is the textbook’s solution to the Dining Philosophers problem. 
   

� (i) What does “test” do? 
 

� (ii) Explain why this solution is superior to a single mutex. 
�  
 

 

 

 
….cont/ 



Q2. Following is the textbook’s solution to the readers & writers 
problem. 
 (i) Assume “read_data_base()” takes 3 seconds regardless of 
number of readers, and “write_data_base()” takes 4 seconds.  
(ii) Show which calls are active, and which are blocked, if reads 
are requested at time 0,2,3,5,6,8 seconds, and writes are requested 
at time 4, 7 seconds. 
 
 

 
 

 


