
Project thesis (50%) 
Rationale: The project thesis is the major means of reporting the contribution of the 
project. The thesis should be such as to facilitate assessment by persons other than the 
supervisor, and should comprehensively include material on the problems and goals of 
the project, applicable methods, the approach taken, major decisions and the reasons for 
the selection of goals and methods, results, the extent to which the goals have been 
achieved, the relevance, importance and context of achievements, and the reasons for any 
shortcomings. Production of the thesis is regarded as part of the educational value of the 
project, and the supervisor should give guidance where appropriate. 
 
Delivery: A copy of the report needs to be submitted electronically to the School by due 
date published on the course WEB pages. Within seven days of the electronic 
submission, two printed and bound copies of the thesis and a CD-ROM with the report 
and supporting files (e.g. software) should be handed in to the school office. The written 
printed thesis is assessed, but the submission will be incomplete without the other items, 
leading to a with-held mark. The written thesis is assessed by your supervisor and your 
assigned examiner against the thesis marking criteria, weighted equally. 
All theses should be word processed and printed using a high quality, permanent process 
(e.g. laser printing). Grammar and spelling should be correct throughout. Figures should 
be clearly and readily understood. There is no set length of the final thesis, although there 
is a preferred document standard and method of specifying references. Variations from 
this should be discussed with the thesis supervisor. The thesis will consist of several 
chapters, and the length of actual text (excluding title pages, tables of contents, etc) might 
be several tens up to over a hundred pages. Your thesis supervisor can provide you with 
good examples of thesis documents. The printed thesis is to be soft-bound with the 
author's name and the year printed on the spine. This printed copy will be kept by the 
supervisor (unless they advise you otherwise). The student is responsible for the cost of 
the printed thesis. The submitted CD-ROM should preferably contain as much 
information as possible, as logically organised as possible. As a minimum, it should 
contain all documents you have submitted (progress report, seminar presentation, poster 
and thesis document), preferably in their native formats. You should also include papers 
and other sources found as part of your literature review, products produced for your 
thesis (code, schematics, etc) and all electronic results you have gathered. You are 
recommended to also produce a copy of this CD-ROM for your own future reference. 
 
Details of assessment 
 
Writing and presentation (10%): The writing should be accurate and coherent with an 
appropriate attention to detail. On the whole the document should exhibit a clear, logical 
structure and physical layout. The writing style should be appropriate for a scientific and 
technical document. The report needs to employ appropriate referencing to a correctly 
formatted bibliography. The work of others must be appropriately acknowledged. The 
presentation should be professional, without spelling mistakes or errors of grammar. 
 
Thesis definition and scope (10%): A clear definition of a substantial and significant 
topic, problem and/or hypothesis and the thesis scope should leave the reader with no 



doubt about the scope, purpose, relevance, context and contribution of the thesis. The 
thesis definition and scope should relate to the literature, and show the assumptions (or 
challenges to assumptions) that have been identified. The scope should require a 
substantial effort (see Approach and execution below). The abstract should accurately yet 
concisely capture the thesis topic, employed methods and thesis outcomes. 
 
Background (20%): Background material for the thesis should likely include reviews, 
analyses and discussions of the literature in the area of the thesis and about methods 
applicable to achieving the thesis goals. This background should not only help the reader 
understand the rest of the document, but should illustrate to the reader a clear mastery of 
the material in the topic area and an ability to synthesize and abstract knowledge from 
other sources. 
 
Approach and execution (45%): The thesis should clearly set out the approach of the 
thesis work as an out-growth of the background research, including an evaluation of 
alternative approaches. The approach should clearly state the goals of applying methods, 
how it resolves the stated hypothesis and/or problems, and how the goals will be achieved 
in a systematic fashion. The approach should show innovation and creativity. The 
execution of the approach should demonstrate systematic problem solving with balanced 
theory and practical considerations. You should further demonstrate the ability to respond 
appropriately to problems that arise during the course of the project. The documentation 
should highlight your ability to use your knowledge in different contexts, and your ability 
to acquire and generate new knowledge. The project results are complete and 
comprehensively presented and analysed.  In general, the execution of the project (as 
reported in the thesis) should give justice to a substantial work effort. 
 
Conclusion (15%): The results from the work should be analysed in a fashion that 
highlights your comprehension and shows insight into the significance of the results. The 
thesis should have a critical review of your performance against the stated plan, including 
the stated goals and schedule. The thesis should conclude with a clear concise summary 
of the outcomes of the thesis (relating to your initial definitions and put in context of the 
literature) and recommendations of how the work might be continued or improved. 
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a

pp
ro

a
ch

es
. 

T
he

 
ex

e
cu

tio
n

 i
n

d
ic

at
es

 a
 s

u
bs

ta
n

tia
l 

w
o

rk
 e

ffo
rt

, 
a

n
d

 
sh

ow
s 

th
e 

ap
p

lic
at

io
n

 o
f 

kn
ow

le
d

ge
 

ga
in

ed
 

fr
om

 
b

ac
kg

ro
u

nd
 

re
se

ar
ch

. 
T

h
e 

pr
oj

e
ct

 
re

su
lts

 
ar

e 
co

m
p

le
te

 a
n

d
 c

o
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
ly

 p
re

se
nt

e
d

 a
n

d
 a

n
a

ly
se

d
. 

4
5 

T
h

e 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e
 w

or
k 

co
n

d
uc

te
d

 h
ig

h
lig

h
ts

 y
ou

r 
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 a
n

d
 s

h
ow

s 
in

si
gh

t 
in

to
 th

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
n

ce
 o

f t
h

e 
re

su
lts

. T
h

e 
th

es
is

 h
a

s 
a 

cr
iti

ca
l r

e
vi

e
w

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
pe

rf
or

m
a

n
ce

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

st
a

te
d

 p
la

n
. T

h
e 

th
e

si
s 

co
n

cl
u

d
es

 w
ith

 a
 c

le
ar

 c
on

ci
se

 
su

m
m

ar
y 

of
 th

e 
o

u
tc

o
m

es
 –

 in
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f s
pe

ci
fie

d
 t

h
es

is
 d

ef
in

iti
on

s 
an

d
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 –
 

an
d

 b
rin

gs
 r

ec
om

m
e

n
d

at
io

n
s 

fo
r 

co
n

tin
ua

tio
n

 a
n

d
 im

p
ro

ve
m

en
t o

f t
h

e 
w

o
rk

. 

1
5 

4
2 

1
4 

3
8 

1
3 

V
er

y 
G

oo
d 

(7
5-

84
%

) 

A
 c

le
ar

ly
 s

e
t o

u
t p

la
n

 w
ith

 g
oa

ls
 a

n
d

 m
e

th
od

s 
sy

st
e

m
a

tic
a

lly
 fo

llo
w

s 
fr

o
m

 
th

e 
b

ac
kg

ro
u

nd
 r

es
ea

rc
h

. T
h

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 s

h
ow

s 
in

n
o

va
t

io
n

 a
n

d
 in

cl
u

d
es

 a
n

 
ev

a
lu

at
io

n
 o

f a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

a
pp

ro
ac

he
s.

 T
h

e
 a

ct
u

al
 e

x
ec

u
tio

n
 o

f w
or

k 
sh

ow
s 

th
e 

ap
p

lic
at

io
n

 o
f k

n
ow

le
d

ge
 g

ai
n

e
d

 fr
om

 b
ac

kg
ro

u
nd

 r
es

ea
rc

h
 a

n
d

 in
d

ic
at

e
s 

a
 

ve
ry

 g
oo

d
 e

ffo
rt

.  
T

h
e 

pr
oj

ec
t r

es
u

lts
 a

re
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
pr

e
h

en
si

ve
ly

 
pr

es
en

te
d

 a
nd

 a
n

al
ys

ed
. 

3
7 

T
h

e 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e
 w

or
k 

co
n

d
uc

te
d

 s
h

ow
s 

co
m

p
re

he
n

s
io

n
 a

n
d

 s
o

m
e

 in
si

g
h

t i
n

to
 th

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
n

ce
 o

f t
h

e 
re

su
lts

. T
h

e 
th

e
si

s 
h

a
s 

a
 c

rit
i

ca
l r

ev
ie

w
 o

f 
yo

u
r 

pe
rf

or
m

a
n

ce
 a

ga
in

st
 

th
e 

st
a

te
d

 p
la

n
. T

h
e 

th
e

si
s 

co
n

cl
u

d
es

 w
ith

 a
 c

le
ar

 
su

m
m

ar
y 

of
 th

e 
ou

tc
o

m
es

 –
 in

 
co

n
te

xt
 o

f s
pe

ci
fie

d
 th

es
is

 d
ef

in
iti

on
s 

an
d

 li
te

ra
t

ur
e

 –
 a

nd
 b

rin
gs

 r
e

co
m

m
en

d
at

io
n

s 
fo

r 
co

n
tin

u
at

io
n

 a
nd

 im
pr

o
ve

m
e

n
t o

f t
h

e 
w

or
k.

  

1
2 

3
4 

1
2 

G
oo

d 
(6

5-
74

%
) 

G
o

od
 s

tr
u

ct
ur

e,
 p

h
ys

ic
a

l l
a

yo
u

t. 
S

o
m

e
 in

ac
cu

ra
ci

es
 

in
 p

re
se

n
ta

tio
n

 o
f w

or
k.

  
A

 p
la

n
 o

f w
or

k 
fo

llo
w

s 
fr

o
m

 th
e 

b
ac

kg
ro

u
nd

 r
es

ea
rc

h
. T

h
e 

ap
pr

o
ac

h
 is

 
sy

st
e

m
at

ic
 a

n
d

 in
cl

u
d

es
 s

o
m

e 
co

n
si

d
er

a
tio

n
 o

f a
lte

r
n

at
iv

e 
ap

pr
o

ac
he

s.
 T

h
e 

ex
e

cu
tio

n
 o

f w
o

rk
 s

h
ow

s 
th

e
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n
 o

f k
n

ow
le

d
g

e 
ga

in
ed

 fr
o

m
 

ba
ck

gr
ou

n
d

 r
es

ea
rc

h
 a

nd
 a

 g
oo

d
 e

ff
or

t. 
 T

h
e

 p
ro

je
ct

 r
es

u
lts

 a
re

 m
os

tly
 

co
m

p
le

te
, w

e
ll 

pr
es

en
te

d
 a

n
d

 a
n

al
ys

e
d

. 

3
3 

T
h

e 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e
 w

or
k 

co
n

d
uc

te
d

 s
h

ow
s 

co
m

p
re

he
n

s
io

n
 o

f t
h

e 
w

or
k 

bu
t l

im
ite

d
 

in
si

gh
t i

n
to

 th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

n
ce

 o
f r

e
su

lts
. 

T
h

e 
th

es
i

s 
h

as
 a

 c
rit

ic
al

 r
ev

ie
w

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
pe

rf
or

m
a

n
ce

. T
h

e 
th

es
is

 c
on

cl
u

d
es

 w
ith

 a
 s

u
m

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

ou
tc

o
m

es
 a

n
d

 b
rin

gs
 

re
co

m
m

e
n

d
at

io
n

s 
fo

r 
co

n
tin

u
at

io
n

 o
f t

h
e 

w
or

k 

1
1 

3
0 

1
0 

Sa
ti

sf
ac

to
ry

  
(5

0-
64

%
) 

A
 s

at
is

fa
ct

o
ry

 p
la

n
 o

f w
or

k 
is

 o
ffe

re
d

. T
h

e 
ap

pr
oa

c
h

 is
 r

ea
so

n
ab

ly
 

sy
st

e
m

at
ic

. T
h

e 
a

ct
u

a
l e

xe
cu

tio
n

 o
f w

or
k 

sh
ow

s 
re

as
on

ab
le

 u
n

de
rs

ta
n

d
in

g 
vi

a 
so

m
e

 a
p

p
lic

at
io

n
 o

f p
rio

r 
kn

ow
le

d
ge

 a
n

d
 s

o
m

e 
ba

ck
gr

ou
n

d
 r

es
ea

rc
h

, i
t 

al
so

 s
h

ow
s 

sa
tis

fa
ct

or
y 

ef
fo

rt
 in

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

T
h

e 
pr

oj
ec

t r
e

su
lts

 a
re

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 
in

 th
e 

la
rg

er
 p

ar
t, 

su
ffi

ci
en

tly
 p

re
se

n
te

d
 a

nd
 a

na
l

ys
ed

. 

2
9 

T
h

e 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e
 w

or
k 

co
n

d
uc

te
d

 d
e

m
on

st
ra

te
s 

so
m

e
 c

o
m

pr
eh

en
si

on
. T

h
e 

th
es

is
 h

as
 

a 
cr

iti
ca

l r
ev

ie
w

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
. T

h
e 

th
es

is
 c

on
cl

u
d

e
s 

w
ith

 a
 s

u
m

m
ar

y 
of

 
ou

tc
o

m
es

. 

9 

2
6 

8 
 

2
3 

P
oo

r 
 

(2
5-

49
%

) 

T
h

e 
pl

a
n

 o
f w

or
k 

of
fe

re
d

 is
 in

co
m

p
le

te
 o

r 
u

n
cl

ea
r.

 
T

h
e 

a
pp

ro
ac

h
 is

 n
ot

 w
e

ll 
co

n
si

d
er

ed
, a

nd
 d

oe
s 

n
ot

 lo
g

ic
a

lly
 f

lo
w

 fr
o

m
 th

e
 b

a
ck

gr
ou

n
d

 r
es

ea
rc

h
 

pr
es

en
te

d
. T

h
e

 a
ct

u
al

 e
xe

cu
tio

n
 o

f w
o

rk
 s

h
ow

s 
fla

w
e

d
 u

n
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
a

nd
 

lit
tle

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n

 o
f t

h
e 

e
ith

er
 b

ac
kg

ro
u

nd
 r

es
ea

rc
h

 o
r 

pr
io

r 
kn

ow
le

d
ge

, i
ts

 
fa

ils
 to

 s
h

ow
 s

at
is

fa
ct

or
y 

ef
fo

rt
 in

 p
ro

je
ct

. P
ro

je
ct

 r
es

u
lts

 p
oo

r,
 a

n
d

/o
r 

po
or

ly
 

pr
es

en
te

d
.  

2
2 

T
h

e 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e
 w

or
k 

co
n

d
uc

te
d

 d
e

m
on

st
ra

te
s 

lim
ite

d
 c

o
m

pr
e

h
en

si
on

. T
h

e 
th

es
is

 
co

n
cl

u
d

e
s 

w
ith

 a
 p

o
or

 s
u

m
m

ar
y 

of
 o

u
tc

o
m

es
 

7 

1
7 

5 

1
2 

4 

V
er

y 
P

oo
r 

 
(0

-2
4%

) 

T
h

e 
pl

a
n

 o
f w

or
k,

 if
 o

ffe
re

d
, i

s 
n

ot
 s

en
si

b
le

. T
h

e
 

ap
p

ro
ac

h
 is

 h
ap

h
az

a
rd

, a
nd

 
h

as
 n

o 
lo

g
ic

a
l b

as
is

. T
h

e 
ac

tu
al

 e
xe

cu
tio

n
 o

f w
or

k 
sh

o
w

s 
ve

ry
 li

tt
le

 
u

nd
er

st
an

d
in

g 
or

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n

 o
f t

h
e 

ei
th

er
 b

a
ck

gr
ou

n
d

 r
es

ea
rc

h
 o

r 
pr

io
r 

kn
ow

le
d

ge
. P

ro
je

ct
 r

e
su

lts
 n

ot
 o

n
 th

e
 le

ve
l f

or
 u

n
d

er
gr

ad
u

at
e

 th
es

is
 w

o
rk

. 

1
1 

T
h

er
e 

is
 a

 v
er

y 
po

or
 r

ev
ie

w
 o

f t
h

e 
w

o
rk

 a
nd

 n
o 

re
al

 c
o

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

d
. T

h
e

 
th

es
is

 c
on

cl
u

d
es

 fa
ils

 to
 e

xp
la

in
 w

h
at

 w
as

 a
ch

ie
ve

d
. 

3 

5 
1 

0 
0 

In
it

ia
l m

ar
k 

 
/1

0
0 

C
om

m
en

ts
  

L
at

e 
pe

na
lt

y 
 

F
in

al
 m

ar
k 

/1
0

0 
Su

pe
rv

is
or

/e
xa

m
in

er
  s

ig
na

tu
re

 
D

at
e:

  


