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1 Introduction  
Although tools such as Amaya, Annozilla and Vannotea are suitable for attaching 
textual or hyperlink annotations to digital objects, none of these tools provide an 
interface that is suitable for specifying XACML access policies and attaching them to 
the annotations. Consequently we developed our own client-side application using 
C# and .Net which appears as a side-bar to the Internet Explorer browser.  
 
In addition to the sidebars use as a plug-in to the Internet Explorer, the sidebar has 
also been used for the collaborative annotation of videos within the Vannotea 
project as well as the annotation of Crystallographic data within the JMOL browser. 

2 Installation  

2.1 System requirements  

- Windows XP Operating System 
- Internet Explorer 6 > 
- .NET Framework 2.0 
- Annotea compliant annotation server 
- UQ Annotea Sidebar 

2.2 Installation  

Installation is a relatively trivial task once you have the Annotea sidebar installer and 
have .NET Framework 2.0. From there it is just a matter of running the installer and 
stepping through the instructions when prompted. It is advisable that you close any 
Internet Explorer windows prior to installation. Once the installation process is 
completed the sidebar should become accessible within Internet Explorer. 
 

 
Figure 1: Annotea Sidebar Setup 
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3 HOWTO 

3.1 Starting Up  

Figure 2: Accessing Annotea Sidebar within Internet Explorer 7 illustrates how to 
access the Annotea Sidebar within Internet Explorer 7.0. The process should be 
relatively similar for Internet Explorer 6.  
 

 
Figure 2: Accessing Annotea Sidebar within Internet Explorer 7 

 
Once the sidebar has been displayed for the first time, it is necessary to reload the 
page, for the sidebar to trigger request for annotations for the particular page being 
displayed. The sidebar will then display the annotations for the particular resource 
being displayed within an Annotation Viewer. This list will include both annotations 
created by you as well as annotations created by other users who are using the same 
annotation server as yourself (note initially the sidebar uses the default annotation 
server hosted by UQ).  
 

 
Figure 3: Annotea Sidebar within Internet Explorer 7 


